
APUSH II SUMMER ASSIGNMENT 
 

A. Suggested Summer Reading:  Zinn, Howard. A People's History of the United States: 1492-2001. Print. 

For your summer reading assignment you will be expected to read chapters 11, 12, and 13 of Zinn’s book (Part I), 
consider the questions listed (Part II), and submit the required essay (Part III) by September 14, 2018. 

1. Background to APUSH Summer Reading: The story of American history was generally told from one point of 
view throughout most of the existence of our country.  Historians disagreed over some of the details, but 
the big picture was generally agreed upon.  This began to change in 1980 with the publication of A People’s 
History of the United States.  Professor Howard Zinn set out to tell the story of America from the point of 
view of the poor and the powerless.  Beginning with the arrival of Columbus and continuing through 
America’s long war in Vietnam, A People’s History endeavors to give voice to those who were not making 
policies but were subject to them.  Publication of this book created a storm of controversy in 1980, but Dr. 
Zinn’s thesis is widely accepted today.  His ideas are, in fact, fairly mainstream.   Students are encouraged to 
pick up a copy of A People’s History of the United States – one of the editions that includes the more recent 
chapters of history, including the war on terror.   Any publication after 2003 will suffice.    
 

2. Assignment Part 1: Read the following chapters.  An online version can be found here:  
http://www.historyisaweapon.com/zinnapeopleshistory.html 

 “Robber Barons And Rebels” 
 “The Empire and the People” 
 “The Socialist Challenge” 

 

3. Assignment Part 2 (This will NOT be turned in):  Below please find a series of questions to consider and 
think about as you read. 

 What are the main points of the chapter?  
 What are some facts that have become new knowledge to you?  
 Is this information surprising or alarming to you?  Why/why not?  
 What was the main message Zinn was trying to convey to the reader?  

 
4. Assignment Part 3:  Read the following quote and answer the essay question:   
 

Anyone reading history should understand from the start that there is no such thing as impartial history” – 
-Howard Zinn 

 

 Develop a 1-2 page typed paper (double-spaced) discussing whether or not you agree with the above 
statement and why.  Provide examples to support.  DUE NO LATER THAN SEPTEMBER 17, 2018. 

 

D. APUSH Review Website, courtesy of Adam Norris:  Watch podcasts for Period 6.  Here is a link to the site:  
http://www.apushreview.com/new-ap-curriculum/period-6-1865-1898/ 

E. Crash Course US History Episodes 23-26.  Here is the link:  
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL8dPuuaLjXtMwmepBjTSG593eG7ObzO7s 

F. College Board AP Central Site:  http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/home 


